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NOT ENOUGH
The way in which the Hindus, Mussalmans and Parsis of this
taluk stood shoulder to shoulder together in the course of the struggle
was splendid. All honour to them. But can we lay our hand
on our heart and say that a real and abiding heart-unity between
the various communities in this taluk has been established?
Would you have been able to keep together without the con-
summate tact of the Sardar and the presence of an Abbas Tyabii
or an Imam Saheb in your midst? Are you sure that you will
be able to remain unaffected even if the whole country is plunged
into an orgy of communal hatred? Well, I doubt.
ORGANIC SWARAJ
An act of Parliament might give you constitutional swarai.
But it will be a mere chimera that will profit us but little if we
are unable to solve these internal problems. In fact, ability to
solve these problems is the alpha and omega of real swaraj, the
swaraj of the masses that we all want.
REMEMBER OUR 'SKELETONS'
Then I should like to know how your volunteers here have
handled funds, like a spendthrift or like a miser. Have they been
able to remain free from the but too common weakness of being lax
with regard to the use of public funds? I take it that there has
been no extravagance or reckless expenditure in your case. But
what we need is Spartan simplicity. I shall be only too glad to
be told that the strictest standard of economy was observed through-
out. Nothing will give me greater satisfaction than to find that
you have learnt to do better in this respect than is usual with
volunteers in general.
Ours is the poorest country in the world. Moreover, our
Government is the most extravagant in the world save that of
America. If we observe the working of the hospitals here, we
shall find that money is spent in them according to standards
prevailing in England. Even the hospitals in Scotland would
not spend so much money. Col. Maddock told me that in Scot-
land they could not afford to throw away the used bandages as
we do here, that they were put to use again after they had been
washed. England can afford to act in that manner. They have
left their country for adventure and they have found in ours a
field for exploitation. Our true standard can be ascertained by
what the majority of people get to wear and to protect themselves
TO- We must assess our needs on the basis of that standar4